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Credit and Community examines the history of consumer credit and debt in working class communities.
Concentrating on forms of credit that were traditionally very dependent on personal relationships and social
networks, such as mail-order catalogues and co-operatives, it demonstrates how community-based
arrangements declined as more impersonal forms of borrowing emerged during the twentieth century.

Tallymen and check traders moved into doorstep money-lending during the 1960s, but in subsequent decades
the loss of their best working class customers, owing to increased spending power and the emergence of a
broader range of credit alternatives, forced them to focus on the 'financially excluded'. This 'sub-prime'
market was open for exploitation by unlicensed lenders, and Sean O'Connell offers the first detailed
historical investigation of illegal money-lending in the UK, encompassing the 'she usurers' of Edwardian
Liverpool and the violent loan sharks of Blair's Britain.

O'Connell contrasts such commercial forms of credit with formal and informal co-operative alternatives,
such as "diddlum clubs," "partners," and mutuality clubs. He provides the first history of the UK credit
unions, revealing the importance of Irish and Caribbean immigrant volunteers, and explains the relative
failure of the movement compared with Ireland.

Drawing on a wide range of neglected sources, including the archives of consumer credit companies, the
records of the co-operative and credit union movements, and government papers, Credit and Community
makes a strong contribution to historical understandings of credit and debt. Oral history testimony from both
sides of the credit divide is used to telling effect, offering key insights into the complex nature of the
relationship between borrowers and lenders.
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From reader reviews:

Lou Bryant:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Credit and Community: Working-Class Debt in the
UK since 1880 as your daily resource information.

Linda Doyle:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Credit and Community: Working-Class Debt in the UK since 1880
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Ronald Griffin:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Credit and Community: Working-Class Debt in the UK since 1880 will give you a new experience in looking
at a book.

Lena Robertson:

This Credit and Community: Working-Class Debt in the UK since 1880 is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Credit and
Community: Working-Class Debt in the UK since 1880 can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that
is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-



book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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