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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics,
grade: 1,0, University of Freiburg (English Department), course: The Syntax and Semantics of the English
Verb Phrase, 13 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The term ‘ergativity’ is used to
describe a grammatical pattern in which there is a formal parallel between the object of a transitive clause
and the subject of an intransitive clause. The subject of the transitive clause, however, is treated differently.
Dixon, in his standard survey of ergativity, uses the following symbols for these three elements: S =
intransitive subject, A = transitive subject, and O = transitive object (1994:6). Initially, the term ‘ergativity’
was only associated with case marking on constituents of a noun phrase. Manning summarises this as
folllows: “The more patient-like argument of a transitive verb appears in the same absolutive case as the
single argument of an intransitive verb, while the more agent-like argument of a transitive verb is marked
differently, in what is known as the ergative case” (1996 : 3). Thus, ergativity is the counterpiece to
accusativity, where one case is employed for the intransitive (S) and the transitive subject (A) (nominative)
and another case marks the transitive object (O) (accusative).
The term ‘ergativity’ derives from the Greek words ergon ‘work, deed’ and ergát?s ‘doer (of an action)’
(Bussmann 1996 : 151) and thus relates to the active – the “more agent-like” – member of the pair involved
in a transitive structure. Dixon states that the first use of this term was in 1912 in a study on the Dagestanian
language Rutul (1994 : 3).
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

Here thing why this Ergativity and causativity are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Ergativity and causativity giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with Ergativity and causativity. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ergativity and
causativity in e-book can be your alternate.

Linda Brown:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Ergativity
and causativity your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become
one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Ergativity and
causativity giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

James Mace:

Ergativity and causativity can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Ergativity and causativity yet doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Sebrina Knapp:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Ergativity and causativity will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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