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Questions and conflict about homosexual practice and the church abound. We encounter media reports of
same-gender unions and clergy trials. This leads to talk in congregations and district preacher's meetings, in
the hallways at
district, conference and general church gatherings, and in the deliberations of the Council of Bishops where
we hear prayers,
questions, and an outpouring of conviction or anguish.
We observe The United Methodist Church grappling with issues of importance that divide and confound us.
We hunger for our church to engage hard questions and decisions in a spirit of generosity, gracefulness, and
mutual respect.
This book could change the nature of the conversation. It encourages frank and constructive dialogue that
will help us conference together and open ourselves to God's guidance. We seek faithful, fair, just, and
loving resolution to issues that challenge our faith community.
Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church is authored by several United Methodist
bishops. These writers enunciate and clarify pathways that represent faithful, responsible, and constructive
ways forward through the current controversies. Each bishop articulates a prescription for moving through
current conflict about homosexual practice, same-gender unions, qualifications for ordination, and
maintaining the "good standing" of elders. Go to www.ministrymatters.com/FindingOurWay to read the
introduction and to comment.
Contents:
Frame: An introduction about the guiding vision and theological framework as we seek together to be
faithful to God and to our covenants. By Rueben P. Job, retired, from the Iowa Area, and by Neil M.
Alexander, who is publisher for The United Methodist Church.
Part One: Options
Enforce (follow the Book of Discipline): The Discipline interprets scripture and contains the rule of law for
UM congregations and elders. When sacred promises are violated, leaders must uphold the spirit and letter of
the law and follow the process defined by the Discipline. By Gregory V. Palmer, who serves the Ohio West
Area.
Emend (work to change the Book of Discipline): The General Conference legislative process must be
engaged to emend the Book of Discipline -- or not. This is the responsible and thoroughly United Methodist
way of
moving through disputes and reaching consensus. By Hope Morgan Ward, who serves the Raleigh Area.
Disobey (biblical obedience): Scripture and the sanctity of love are a higher authority than the Book of
Discipline.
Therefore, the current impasse must be broken by loving acts of conscientious fidelity to higher principles.
By Melvin G. Talbert,
retired, from the San Francisco Area.



Disarm (suspending conflict between personal and social holiness): In many kinds of conflicts, in marriage
and in war, the conflicted parties drop their weapons or grievances, agree to a cease fire, and search for a
peaceful way to resolve their disagreement. By Kenneth H. Carter Jr., who serves the Florida Area.
Part Two: Responses
Order (supporting our covenant): Our sacred trust depends on keeping our promises. By J. Michael Lowry,
who serves the Forth Worth Area
Unity (dwelling in God's church as a family of Christ followers): When two elephants fight, the grass suffers.
By John K. Yambasu, who serves the Sierra Leone Area.
Diversity (coexisting with differences). By Rosemarie Wenner, who serves the Germany Area and is current
president of the Council of Bishops.
Part Three: Steps
Trust God (discernment): Immerse ourselves in an intense process of prayerful discernment. This approach
pleads for the guidance of the Holy Spirit and asks all to open themselves without condition or pre-judgment
to the insight and inspiration that comes through deep prayer and listening. By Rueben P. Job, retired, from
the Iowa Area.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Cardoza:

The actual book Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The
United Methodist Church is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Charles Anthony:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church
can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Hazel Park:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is named of book Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United Methodist Church. You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.

Gerald Wright:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Finding Our Way: Love and
Law in The United Methodist Church to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Finding Our Way: Love and Law in The United
Methodist Church can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing
of this time.
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