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In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal statutes--would always be clearly worded and
easily understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But many laws feature ambiguous or even
contradictory wording. How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they stick only to the text?
To what degree, if any, should they consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the purposes of
lawmakers in writing law relevant?

Some judges, such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts should look to the language of
the statute and virtually nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit respectfully disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is a trained political scientist as
well as a judge, argues that our constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws; therefore, how
Congress makes its purposes known through both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying materials
should be respected. He looks at how the American government works, including how laws come to be and
how various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the judicial process of interpreting and applying
these laws through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches, purposivism (focusing on the purpose
of a law) and textualism (focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann draws from his
experience to show how this process plays out in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.

When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be mindful of how Congress actually functions, how
lawmakers signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators expect of courts construing their laws.
The legislative record behind a law is in truth part of its foundation, and therefore merits consideration.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

The guide with title Judging Statutes has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Lola Paolucci:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a publication. The book Judging Statutes it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Judith Bryant:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Judging Statutes why because the amazing cover that make you consider in
regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as
well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Carlos Moses:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Judging Statutes can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.
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