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President Nixon's famous 1972 trip has gone down in history as the first great opening between the West and
Communist China. However, eighteen years previously, former prime minister Clement Attlee had also been
to China to shake Chairman Mao by the hand.

In the second half of 1954, scores of European delegations set off for Beijing, in response to Prime Minister
Chou En-lai's invitation to 'come and see' the New China and celebrate the fifth anniversary of the
Communist victory. In this delightfully eclectic book, part comedy, part travelogue, and part cultural history,
Patrick Wright uncovers the story of the four British delegations that made this journey. These delegations
included an amazing range of people from the political, academic,
artistic, and cultural worlds of the day: Clement Attlee and his former Health Minister, Nye Bevan; dapper
and self-important philosopher A. J. Ayer; the brilliant young artist-reporter Paul Hogarth; poet and novelist
Rex Warner (a former Marxist who had just married a Rothschild); and the
infuriatingly self-obsessed Stanley Spencer who famously lectured Chou En-lai on the merits of his
hometown of Cookham, but who emerges as the unlikely hero of the story.

Using a host of previously unpublished letters and diaries, Patrick Wright reconstructs their journey via the
USSR to the New China, capturing the impressions - both mistaken and genuinely insightful - of the
delegates as they ventured behind both the iron and the bamboo curtains. Full of comic detail of the delegates
and their interactions, it is also a study of China as it has loomed in the British mind: the primitive orient of
early western philosophy, a land of backwardness that was used to
contrast with the progressive dynamism of Victorian Britain, as well as the more recent allure of
revolutionary transformation as it appeared in the minds of twentieth century Britons.
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From reader reviews:

Lonnie Bowers:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Passport to Peking: A Very British Mission to Mao's
China. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Passport to Peking: A Very British Mission to Mao's China. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Robin Almeida:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Passport to Peking: A Very British
Mission to Mao's China book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

David Stokes:

The feeling that you get from Passport to Peking: A Very British Mission to Mao's China will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Passport to Peking: A Very British Mission to Mao's China
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Passport to Peking: A
Very British Mission to Mao's China instantly.

Katie Broadnax:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Passport to Peking: A Very British Mission to
Mao's China can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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