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Lois Gordon's absorbing biography tells the story of a writer, activist, and cultural icon who embodied the
dazzling energy and tumultuous spirit of her age, and whom William Carlos Williams once called "one of the
major phenomena of history."

Nancy Cunard (1896-1965) led a life that surpasses Hollywood fantasy. The only child of an English baronet
(and heir to the Cunard shipping fortune) and an American beauty, Cunard abandoned the world of a
celebrated socialite and Jazz Age icon to pursue a lifelong battle against social injustice as a wartime
journalist, humanitarian aid worker, and civil rights champion.

Cunard fought fascism on the battlefields of Spain and reported firsthand on the atrocities of the French
concentration camps. Intelligent and beautiful, she romanced the great writers of her era, including three
Nobel Prize winners, and was the inspiration for characters in the works of Ezra Pound, T. S. Eliot, Aldous
Huxley, Pablo Neruda, Samuel Beckett, and Ernest Hemingway, among others.

Cunard was also a prolific poet, publisher, and translator and, after falling in love with a black American jazz
pianist, became deeply committed to fighting for black rights. She edited the controversial anthology Negro,
the first comprehensive study of the achievement and plight of blacks around the world. Her contributors
included Langston Hughes, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Zora Neale Hurston, among scores of others.

Cunard's personal life was as complex as her public persona. Her involvement with the civil rights
movement led her to be ridiculed and rejected by both family and friends. Throughout her life, she was
plagued by insecurities and suffered a series of breakdowns, struggling with a sense of guilt over her
promiscuous behavior and her ability to survive so much war and tragedy. Yet Cunard's writings also reveal
an immense kindness and wit, as well as her renowned, often flamboyant defiance of prejudiced social
conventions.

Drawing on diaries, correspondence, historical accounts, and the remembrances of others, Lois Gordon
revisits the major movements of the first half of the twentieth century through the life of a truly gifted and
extraordinary woman. She also returns Nancy Cunard to her rightful place as a major figure in the historical,
social, and artistic events of a critical era.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called Nancy
Cunard: Heiress, Muse, Political Idealist? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Penny Laughlin:

The book Nancy Cunard: Heiress, Muse, Political Idealist give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Nancy Cunard:
Heiress, Muse, Political Idealist being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available
and read a publication Nancy Cunard: Heiress, Muse, Political Idealist. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Roland Hall:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Nancy Cunard: Heiress, Muse,
Political Idealist.

Danny Floyd:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book Nancy Cunard: Heiress, Muse,
Political Idealist to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
book Nancy Cunard: Heiress, Muse, Political Idealist can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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