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At the end of his 1994 book, The Soul of the American University, George Marsden advanced a modest
proposal for an enhanced role for religious faith in today's scholarship. This "unscientific postscript" helped
spark a heated debate that spilled out of the pages of academic journals and The Chronicle of Higher
Education into mainstream media such as The New York Times, and marked Marsden as one of the leading
participants in the debates concerning religion and public life. Marsden now gives his proposal a fuller
treatment in The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship, a thoughtful and thought-provoking book on the
relationship of religious faith and intellectual scholarship.
More than a response to Marsden's critics, The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship takes the next step
towards demonstrating what the ancient relationship of faith and learning might mean for the academy today.
Marsden argues forcefully that mainstream American higher education needs to be more open to explicit
expressions of faith and to accept what faith means in an intellectual context. While other defining elements
of a scholar's identity, such as race or gender, are routinely taken into consideration and welcomed as
providing new perspectives, Marsden points out, the perspective of the believing Christian is dismissed as
irrelevant or, worse, antithetical to the scholarly enterprise.
Marsden begins by examining why Christian perspectives are not welcome in the academy. He rebuts the
various arguments commonly given for excluding religious viewpoints, such as the argument that faith is
insufficiently empirical for scholarly pursuits (although the idea of complete scientific objectivity is consider
naive in most fields today), the fear that traditional Christianity will reassert its historical role as oppressor of
divergent views, and the received dogma of the separation of church and state, which stretches far beyond
the actual law in the popular imagination. Marsden insists that scholars have both a religious and an
intellectual obligation not to leave their deeply held religious beliefs at the gate of the academy. Such beliefs,
he contends, can make a significant difference in scholarship, in campus life, and in countless other ways.
Perhaps most importantly, Christian scholars have both the responsibility and the intellectual ammunition to
argue against some of the prevailing ideologies held uncritically by many in the academy, such as naturalistic
reductionism or unthinking moral relativism.
Contemporary university culture is hollow at its core, Marsden writes. Not only does it lack a spiritual
center, but it is without any real alternative. He argues that a religiously diverse culture will be an
intellectually richer one, and it is time that scholars and institutions who take the intellectual dimensions of
their faith seriously become active participants in the highest level of academic discourse. Whether the
reader agrees or disagrees with this conclusion, Marsden's thoughtful, well-argued book is necessary reading
for all sides of the debate on religion's role in education and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

This The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship can be among
the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Ralph Humphries:

This book untitled The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Michael Mitchell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Joseph Dolezal:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
is The Outrageous Idea of Christian Scholarship this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this
book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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