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James S. Baumlin’s Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature offers a revisionist history of
discourse, taking Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton as its touchstones. Their works mark stages in
dieEntzauberung or “disenchantment,” as Max Weber has termed it: that is, in the “elimination of magic
from the world.” Shakespeare’s Hamlet questions the word-magic associated with medieval Catholicism;
Donne’s love lyrics ironize the sacramental gestures of their poetic-priestly speakers; more radical still,
Milton’s major poems and polemical prose empty language of sacral power, repudiating human persuasion
entirely over matters of “saving faith.” Baumlin describes four archetypes of historical rhetoric: sophism,
skepticism, incarnationism, and transcendence. Undergirding the age’s competing theologies, each makes
unique assumptions regarding the powers of language (both communicative and performative); the nature of
being (including transcendent being or deity); the structure of the psyche (whether sin-weakened or self-
sufficient); and the capacities of human knowing (whether certain knowledge is communicable—or even
possible). Working within divergent theologies of language, the poets here studied take theological
controversies as explicit themes. The crisis of Hamlet begins not in a king’s murder simply, but in his dying
without benefit of the sacraments. As if compensating for their loss, young Hamlet “minister[s]” to Gertrude
while acting as “scourge” to Claudius. Alternating between soul-cursing and soul-curing, Hamlet plays
sorcerer and priest indiscriminately.Appropriating the speech-acts of Catholic sacramentalism, Donne’s
lyrics describe a private “religion of Love,” over which the poet-lover presides as officiant. Or rather, some
lyrics present him as Love’s Priest, there being as many personae as there are theologies of language.
Beyond Love’s Priest, Baumlin describes three such personae: Love’s Apostate, Love’s Atheist, and Love’s
Reformer. Focusing on “Lycidas” and De Doctrina Christiana, Baumlin outlines Milton’s plerophoristic
“rhetoric of certitude.” Such texts as these explore the problematic status of preaching. (Can human
eloquence contribute to salvation?) They explore competing definitions (Aristotelian vs. Pauline) of
pistis—meaning alternatively (religious) “faith” and (rhetorical) “persuasion.” And they invoke conflicting
typologies (classical vs. Hebraic) of authorial ethos. Baumlin’s study ends with a glance at the Restoration
and Royal Society’s final “disenchantment” or secularization of discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature:
Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton. Try to stumble through book Theologies of Language in English
Renaissance Literature: Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton as your buddy. It means that it can to get
your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Barbara Shephard:

Here thing why this particular Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature: Reading
Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Theologies
of Language in English Renaissance Literature: Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar
with Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature: Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or
even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe
the form of Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature: Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and
Milton in e-book can be your choice.

Salina Rodriguez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature:
Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Roman Morris:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Theologies of Language in English Renaissance



Literature: Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton or maybe others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Theologies of Language in English Renaissance Literature:
Reading Shakespeare, Donne, and Milton to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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