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Gary Soto is a widely published author of children's and young adult fiction, and he is an acclaimed poet--
often referred to as one of the nation's first Chicano poets. With a sharp sense of storytelling and a sly wit,
What Poets Are Like is a memoir of the writing life that shares the keen observation, sense of self and humor
of such writers as Sherman Alexie and Nora Ephron.

In some 60 short episodes, this book captures moments of a writer's inner and public life, close moments
with friends and strangers, occasional reminders of a poet's generally low place in the cultural hierarchy;
time spent with cats; the curious work of writing. He tells the stories of his time spent in bookstores  and
recounts the glorious, then tragic, arc of Cody's Bookstore in Berkeley, ending with the author whose
scheduled event fell on the day after the business shut down, but who stood outside the locked door and read
aloud just the same. As all writers do, Soto suffers the slings and arrows of rejection, often from unnamed
Midwest poetry journals, and seeks the solace of a friendly dog at such moments. Soto jabs at the crumbs of
reward available to writers--a prize nomination here, a magazine interview there--and notes the toll they take
on a frail ego. The pleasure Soto takes in the written word, a dose of comic relief plus his appreciation of the
decisive moment in life make this an engaging and readable writer's confession.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very
own spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book
titled What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Harold Riggs:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication What Poets Are Like: Up and Down
with the Writing Life will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Patrick Allen:

The book What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the
Writing Life is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Ruth Davis:

This What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life is great book for you because the content and
that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having What Poets Are Like: Up and Down with the Writing Life in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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