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In 1877, the American Humane Society was formed as the national organization for animal and child
protection. Thirty years later, there were 354 anticruelty organizations chartered in the United States, nearly
200 of which were similarly invested in the welfare of both humans and animals. In The Rights of the
Defenseless, Susan J. Pearson seeks to understand the institutional, cultural, legal, and political significance
of the perceived bond between these two kinds of helpless creatures, and the attempts made to protect them.

Unlike many of today’s humane organizations, those Pearson follows were delegated police powers to make
arrests and bring cases of cruelty to animals and children before local magistrates. Those whom they
prosecuted were subject to fines, jail time, and the removal of either animal or child from their possession.
Pearson explores the limits of and motivation behind this power and argues that while these reformers
claimed nothing more than sympathy with the helpless and a desire to protect their rights, they turned
“cruelty” into a social problem, stretched government resources, and expanded the state through private
associations. The first book to explore these dual organizations and their storied history, The Rights of the
Defenseless will appeal broadly to reform-minded historians and social theorists alike.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Custer:

The book The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a
book The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America to get your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Rights of the
Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Frank Keating:

This The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America is great e-book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and have
to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age
America in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Robert Reynolds:

Beside that The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals and Children in Gilded Age America in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals
and Children in Gilded Age America because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Alice Weaver:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your



personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The Rights of the Defenseless: Protecting Animals
and Children in Gilded Age America.
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