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The tea ceremony persists as one of the most evocative symbols of Japan. Originally a pastime of elite
warriors in premodern society, it was later recast as an emblem of the modern Japanese state, only to be
transformed again into its current incarnation, largely the hobby of middle-class housewives. How does the
cultural practice of a few come to represent a nation as a whole?

Although few non-Japanese scholars have peered behind the walls of a tea room, sociologist Kristin Surak
came to know the inner workings of the tea world over the course of ten years of tea training. Here she offers
the first comprehensive analysis of the practice that includes new material on its historical changes, a
detailed excavation of its institutional organization, and a careful examination of what she terms "nation-
work"—the labor that connects the national meanings of a cultural practice and the actual experience and
enactment of it. She concludes by placing tea ceremony in comparative perspective, drawing on other
expressions of nation-work, such as gymnastics and music, in Europe and Asia.

Taking readers on a rare journey into the elusive world of tea ceremony, Surak offers an insightful account of
the fundamental processes of modernity—the work of making nations.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Making
Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Melissa Wilcox:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Making Tea,
Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

John Casale:

Often the book Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural
Nationalism in Practice is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Rachel Louviere:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice can make you
experience more interested to read.
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