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This lavishly illustrated book stands out in its field as the only book currently available on the best-preserved
Byzantine city in the Peloponnese – Monemvasia. Haris A. Kalligas, a world authority on Monemvasia’s
history and architecture, here explores the city’s foundation, its status as a powerful maritime centre of
Byzantium, and its gradual decline after the fall of the Empire. 

Founded on a rock off the eastern shore of the Morea in the late sixth century A.D, Monemvasia was
populated by the inhabitants of Sparta and was to become an important port. The citizens retained their
ancient institutions, while they developed maritime activities, both military and commercial. The eleventh
and twelfth centuries were particularly prosperous for the city, and it remained a centre of commercial
activity during the last Byzantine period. When the Turks seized Byzantium, Monemvasia came first under
papal and then Venetian rule and changing conditions led to its gradual decline. The Venetians handed the
city over to the Turks in 1540 and returned in 1690 for a period of twenty-five years. After a second Ottoman
occupation, Monemvasia was the first city to be liberated by the Greeks during the War of Independence in
1821.

Using sources from all periods, along with original material based on research on the architectural and urban
history of the city, Monemvasia is a comprehensive study of a unique city – a city within the Byzantine
Empire which preserved institutions of municipal autonomy and self government originating from the
Roman period.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the book untitled Monemvasia: A Byzantine City State can be great book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Casey Larsen:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book Monemvasia: A Byzantine City State it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Ruth Michel:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely Monemvasia: A Byzantine City State.

Bruce Harrison:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Monemvasia: A Byzantine City State can make you feel more interested to read.
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