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In this incisive and comprehensive history, business historian Charles Geisst traces the rise of monopolies
from the railroad era to today's computer software empires.

The history of monopolies has been dominated by strong and charismatic personalities. Geisst tells the
stories behind the individuals--from John D. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie to Harold Geneen and Bill
Gates--who forged these business empires with genius, luck, and an often ruthless disregard for fair
competition. He also analyzes the viewpoints of their equally colorful critics, from Louis Brandeis to Ralph
Nader. These figures enliven the narrative, offering insight into how large businesses accumulate power.
Viewed as either godsends or pariahs, monopolies have sparked endless debate and often conflicting
responses from Washington. Monopolies in America surveys the important pieces of legislation and judicial
rulings that have emerged since the post-Civil War era, and proposes that American antitrust activity has had
less to do with hard economics than with political opinion. What was considered a monopoly in 1911 when
Standard Oil and American Tobacco were broken up was not applied again when the Supreme Court refused
to dismantle U.S. Steel in 1919. Charting the growth of big business in the United States, Geisst reaches the
startling conclusion that the mega-mergers that have dominated Wall Street headlines for the past fifteen
years are not simply a trend, but a natural consequence of American capitalism.

Intelligent and informative, Monopolies in America skillfully chronicles the course of American big
business, and allows us to see how the debate on monopolies will be shaped in the twentieth-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Monopolies in
America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

David Musick:

Here thing why this particular Monopolies in America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould
to Bill Gates are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Monopolies in America: Empire
Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Monopolies in America: Empire
Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Monopolies in
America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates in e-book can be your choice.

Betty Sanchez:

Monopolies in America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates can be one of
your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Monopolies in America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay
Gould to Bill Gates nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Sheldon Downs:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount



types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Monopolies in
America: Empire Builders and Their Enemies from Jay Gould to Bill Gates.
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