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This book is one of the first comprehensive studies of Islam as locally understood in the Middle East.
Specifically, it is concerned with the prevalent North African belief that certain men, called marabouts, have
a special relation to God that enables them to serve as intermediaries and to influence the well-being of their
clients and kin. Dale F. Eickelman examines the Moroccan pilgrimage center of Boujad and unpublished
Moroccan and French archival materials related to it to show how popular Islam has been modified by its
adherents to accommodate new social and economic realities. In the course of his analysis he demonstrates
the necessary interrelationship between social history and the anthropological study of symbolism.

Eickelman begins with an outline of the early development of Islam in Morocco, emphasizing the
"maraboutic crisis" of the fourteenth through sixteenth centuries. He also examines the history and social
characteristics of the Sherqawi religious lodge, on which the study focuses, in preprotectorate Morocco. In
the central portion of the book, he analyzes the economic activities and social institutions of Boujad and its
rural hinterland, as well as some basic assumptions the townspeople and tribesmen make about the social
order. Finally, there is an intensive discussion of maraboutism as a phenomenon and the changing local
character of Islam in Morocco.

In focusing on the "folk" level of Islam, rather than on "high culture" tradition, the author has made possible
a more general interpretation of Moroccan society that is in contrast with earlier accounts that postulated a
marked discontinuity between tribe and town, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Carman Robertson:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a
Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Farah McCune:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback)).

Timothy Williams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
go through. Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Evelyn Ross:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society
in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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