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Perhaps the most popular of all canonical
American authors, Mark Twain is famous for creating works that satirize
American formations of race and empire. While many scholars have explored
Twain’s work in African Americanist contexts, his writing on Asia and Asian
Americans remains largely in the shadows. In Sitting in Darkness, Hsuan Hsu
examines Twain’s career-long archive of writings about United States relations
with China and the Philippines. Comparing Twain’s early writings about Chinese
immigrants in California and Nevada with his later fictions of slavery and
anti-imperialist essays, he demonstrates that Twain’s ideas about race were not
limited to white and black, but profoundly comparative as he carefully crafted
assessments of racialization that drew connections between groups, including
African Americans, Chinese immigrants, and a range of colonial populations.

 

Drawing on recent legal scholarship,
comparative ethnic studies, and transnational and American studies, Sitting in
Darkness engages Twain’s best-known novels such as Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry
Finn, and A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, as well as his
lesser-known Chinese and trans-Pacific inflected writings, such as the
allegorical tale “A Fable of the Yellow Terror” and the yellow face play Ah
Sin. Sitting in Darkness reveals how within intersectional contexts of Chinese
Exclusion and Jim Crow, these writings registered fluctuating connections
between immigration policy, imperialist ventures, and racism.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative
Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Agustin Byler:

Why? Because this Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the
Long 19th Century) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have
got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

George Rodriguez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's
Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century) publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative
Racialization (America and the Long 19th Century) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to one more sixth sense.

Betty Peoples:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Sitting in Darkness: Mark Twain's Asia and Comparative Racialization (America and the Long 19th



Century) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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