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Taxation is crucial to the functioning of the modern state. Tax revenues pay for public services - roads, the
courts, defence, welfare assistance to the poor and elderly, and in many countries much of health care and
education too. More than one third of national income in the industrialized (OECD) countries is on average
taken in taxation. Taxes affect individuals in many ways. Taxes paid on income and spending directly reduce
taxpayer disposable income, taxpayers
face the hassle of tax returns and making payments, and they may be anxious about the possibility of
investigation and enforcement action. People also adapt their activities in various ways to reduce the impact
of taxation - putting money into tax-free savings accounts, or making shopping trips to
other countries where taxes are lower. Taxation is therefore central to politics and public debate. Politicians
that make reckless campaign promises about taxation then have to live with the uncomfortable consequences
if elected. Businesses lobby for tax breaks that they claim will create jobs and prosperity.

In this Very Short Introduction Stephen Smith shows how taxes have real effects on citizens and the
economy that tax policy-makers have to balance. Although tax policy will always be a highly political issue,
he argues that public decisions about taxation would be improved by a better understanding of the role of
taxation, and of the nature and effects of different taxes.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Martz:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Taxation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is
readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding Taxation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Taxation: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jacob Smith:

This Taxation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are usually reliable for you who want
to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Taxation: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Taxation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hayden Wolfe:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Taxation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Justin Mireles:

The actual book Taxation: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after perusing this book.
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