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In The Allure of Machinic Life, John Johnston examines new forms of nascent life that emerge through
technical interactions within human-constructed environments--"machinic life"--in the sciences of
cybernetics, artificial life, and artificial intelligence. With the development of such research initiatives as the
evolution of digital organisms, computer immune systems, artificial protocells, evolutionary robotics, and
swarm systems, Johnston argues, machinic life has achieved a complexity and autonomy worthy of study in
its own right. Drawing on the publications of scientists as well as a range of work in contemporary
philosophy and cultural theory, but always with the primary focus on the "objects at hand"--the machines,
programs, and processes that constitute machinic life--Johnston shows how they come about, how they
operate, and how they are already changing. This understanding is a necessary first step, he further argues,
that must precede speculation about the meaning and cultural implications of these new forms of life.
Developing the concept of the "computational assemblage" (a machine and its associated discourse) as a
framework to identify both resemblances and differences in form and function, Johnston offers a conceptual
history of each of the three sciences. He considers the new theory of machines proposed by cybernetics from
several perspectives, including Lacanian psychoanalysis and "machinic philosophy." He examines the
history of the new science of artificial life and its relation to theories of evolution, emergence, and complex
adaptive systems (as illustrated by a series of experiments carried out on various software platforms). He
describes the history of artificial intelligence as a series of unfolding conceptual conflicts--decodings and
recodings--leading to a "new AI" that is strongly influenced by artificial life. Finally, in examining the role
played by neuroscience in several contemporary research initiatives, he shows how further success in the
building of intelligent machines will most likely result from progress in our understanding of how the human
brain actually works. John Johnston is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Emory University
in Atlanta. He is the author of Carnival of Repetition and Information Multiplicity.
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From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Allure of Machinic Life: Cybernetics, Artificial Life,
and the New AI (MIT Press).

Dwight Bailey:

Exactly why? Because this The Allure of Machinic Life: Cybernetics, Artificial Life, and the New AI (MIT
Press) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Virginia Hughes:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Allure of Machinic Life:
Cybernetics, Artificial Life, and the New AI (MIT Press) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Lorraine Vargas:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Allure of Machinic Life: Cybernetics, Artificial Life, and the New AI (MIT Press) when you
essential it?
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