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By the 1880's, American architecture had turned to a heavily formal, almost grandiose style, forsaking the
more delicate ornamentation and graceful line of the previous decade. Just prior to the shift, A. J. Bicknell &
Co. published a handsome volume of contemporary designs, plans and specifications for a wide range of
public and private buildings from many parts of America. Their intention was to feature a complete village
which could be constructed at moderate cost; in fact they published one of the last inclusive documentations
of that style of mixed Gothic, Romanesque and classical cornices, pedestals, spires and gables known as
"Victorian."
Forty-five buildings of all sorts — cottages, villas, suburban houses, town houses, a farm, a jail, courthouses,
banks, store fronts, churches, schools, even stables — are portrayed in beautiful architectural drawings of
scaled elevations and floor plans. Large-sized details show the principal corners, panels, railings, arches,
finials, window and verandah sections; scales range from 3/32 of an inch to the foot for the elevations, to
1/2"/1' for the details.
The designs come from architects in Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, St. Louis, Nashville, and were built in
many large and small communities. Along with the private homes and standard public buildings, there are
plans for the first completely fireproof courthouse (built of marble and cast iron) in the United States, at
Macoupin County, Illinois; the Bay County Courthouse in Bay City, Michigan, may also be numbered
among the noteworthy inclusions. A three-story home in this book, with four bedrooms, dining room,
kitchen, parlor, verandah, hall, portico, and cellar (with servants' quarters, if necessary) cost, at that time,
$5000 to build; a series of specifications, both general and particular (for carpenters, plumbers, painters and
masons) and sample contracts (with provisions for bad weather and striking workmen) offer some idea how
such buildings were possible at such prices.
The detailed measurements and specifications provide modellers, miniaturists, set designers, woodworkers,
or even full-scale builders, with the information necessary to recreate these designs. Historians of
architecture, home restorers, anyone who delights in the felicities of American Victorian, will find this book
a superb primary source of authentic building style.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover Architecture).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some
sort of book Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover Architecture). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

John Minnis:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover Architecture). This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Simona Vela:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover
Architecture) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover Architecture) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Thomas Obrien:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover
Architecture) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
learn it. Beside that the publication Bicknell's Victorian Buildings (Dover Architecture) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that
time.
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