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"A wonderful recovery of the lives of a forgotten and betrayed cohort of people.”

—Paul S. Landau, author of Popular Politics in the History of South Africa, 1400 to 1948

The Gender of Piety is an intimate history of the Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe, or BICC, as
related through six individual life histories that extend from the early colonial years through the first decade
after independence. Taken together, these six lives show how men and women of the BICC experienced and
sequenced their piety in different ways. Women usually remained tied to the church throughout their lives,
while men often had a more strained relationship with it. Church doctrine was not always flexible enough to
accommodate expected masculine gender roles, particularly male membership in political and economic
institutions or participation in important male communal practices.

The study is based on more than fifteen years of extensive oral history research supported by archival work
in Zimbabwe, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The oral accounts make it clear, official versions
to the contrary, that the church was led by spiritually powerful women and that maleness and mission-
church notions of piety were often incompatible.

The life-history approach illustrates how the tension of gender roles both within and without the church
manifested itself in sometimes unexpected ways: for example, how a single family could produce both a
legendary woman pastor credited with mediating multiple miracles and a man?—?her son?—??who joined
the armed wing of the Zimbabwe African People’s Union nationalist political party and fought in
Zimbabwe’s liberation war in the 1970s. Investigating the lives of men and women in equal measure, The
Gender of Piety uses a gendered interpretive lens to analyze the complex relationship between the church
and broader social change in this region of southern Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Gender of Piety: Family, Faith, and Colonial Rule in Matabeleland,
Zimbabwe as the daily resource information.

Toni Bays:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find publication that need more time to be read. Gender of Piety: Family, Faith, and Colonial Rule in
Matabeleland, Zimbabwe can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time
problems.

Mary Kenney:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Gender of Piety: Family, Faith, and
Colonial Rule in Matabeleland, Zimbabwe is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Harry Alvey:

This Gender of Piety: Family, Faith, and Colonial Rule in Matabeleland, Zimbabwe is completely new way
for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in
reading this Gender of Piety: Family, Faith, and Colonial Rule in Matabeleland, Zimbabwe can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books create
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think
that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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