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In one of the first English-language studies of Korean cinema to date, Kyung Hyun Kim shows how the New
Korean Cinema of the past quarter century has used the trope of masculinity to mirror the profound
sociopolitical changes in the country. Since 1980, South Korea has transformed from an insular, authoritarian
culture into a democratic and cosmopolitan society. The transition has fueled anxiety about male identity,
and amid this tension, empowerment has been imagined as remasculinization. Kim argues that the brutality
and violence ubiquitous in many Korean films is symptomatic of Korea’s on-going quest for modernity and a
post-authoritarian identity.

Kim offers in-depth examinations of more than a dozen of the most representative films produced in Korea
since 1980. In the process, he draws on the theories of Jacques Lacan, Slavoj Zizek, Gilles Deleuze, Rey
Chow, and Kaja Silverman to follow the historical trajectory of screen representations of Korean men from
self-loathing beings who desire to be controlled to subjects who are not only self-sufficient but also capable
of destroying others. He discusses a range of movies from art-house films including To the Starry Island
(1993) and The Day a Pig Fell into the Well (1996) to higher-grossing, popular films like Whale Hunting
(1984) and Shiri (1999). He considers the work of several Korean auteurs—Park Kwang-su, Jang Sun-woo,
and Hong Sang-su. Kim argues that Korean cinema must begin to imagine gender relations that defy the
contradictions of sexual repression in order to move beyond such binary struggles as those between the
traditional and the modern, or the traumatic and the post-traumatic.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Garner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Remasculinization
of Korean Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Millard Espinoza:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Remasculinization of Korean Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).

Joyce Francois:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Remasculinization of Korean Cinema
(Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book The Remasculinization of Korean Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Wayne Joseph:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By
book The Remasculinization of Korean Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must like to
read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book The Remasculinization of Korean Cinema (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society).
You can more pleasing than now.
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