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In While England Slept Winston Churchill revealed in 1938 how the inadequacy of Britain's military forces
to cope with worldwide responsibilities in a peaceful but tense era crippled its ability to deter or even
adequately prepare for World War II.

In While America Sleeps, historians Donald and Frederick Kagan retrace Britain's international and defense
policies during the years after World War I leading up to World War II, showing in persuasive detail how
self-delusion and an unwillingness to face the inescapable responsibilities on which their security and the
peace of the world depended cost the British dearly. The Kagans then turn their attention to America and
argue that our nation finds itself in a position similar to that of Britain in the 1920s. For all its emergency
interventions the U.S. has not yet accepted its unique responsibility to take the lead in preserving the peace.
Years of military cutbacks-the "peace dividend" following the buildup and triumph over Communism of the
Reagan years-have weakened our armed forces and left us with too few armed forces to cover too many
possible threats. This has caused us to bank everything on high tech "smart" weapons - some of which have
not yet been invented and others that we are not acquiring or deploying - as opposed to the long-term
commitment of money, fighting men and women, and planning that the deterrence of a major war would
require. This failure to shape a policy and to commit the resources needed to maintain peace has cost
valuable time in shaping a peaceful world and has placed America's long-term security in danger.

The policies of the Bush and Clinton administrations have left us in a position where we cannot avoid war
and keep the peace in areas vital to our security. Neither have the post-Cold War policies sent clear signals to
would-be aggressors that the U.S. can and will resist them. Tensions in the Middle East, instability in eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union, the nuclear confrontation between India and Pakistan, the development
of nuclear weapons and missiles by North Korea, and the menacing threats and actions of China, with its
immense population, resentful sense of grievance and years of military buildup, all hint that the current
peaceful era will not last forever. Can we make it last as long as possible? Are we prepared to face its
collapse? While America Sleeps is a sobering, fascinating work of history that poses a thoughtful challenge to
policy-makers and will interest military buffs as well as readers interested in history and international
relations.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Evans:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This While America Sleeps: Self-Delusion,
Military Weakness, and the Threat to Peace Today is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this While America Sleeps: Self-Delusion,
Military Weakness, and the Threat to Peace Today e-book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
While America Sleeps: Self-Delusion, Military Weakness, and the Threat to Peace Today as good book not
just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lloyd Schuler:

The book untitled While America Sleeps: Self-Delusion, Military Weakness, and the Threat to Peace Today
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is
very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Joyce Tower:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book While America Sleeps: Self-Delusion, Military Weakness, and the Threat to
Peace Today we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must
love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book While America Sleeps: Self-Delusion, Military Weakness, and the Threat to
Peace Today. You can more pleasing than now.
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