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Copyright reflects far more than economic interests. Embedded within conflicts over royalties and
infringement are cultural values—about race, class, access, ownership, free speech, and democracy—which
influence how rights are determined and enforced. Questions of legitimacy—of what constitutes “intellectual
property” or “fair use,” and of how to locate a precise moment of cultural creation—have become
enormously complicated in recent years, as advances in technology have exponentially increased the speed
of cultural reproduction and dissemination.

In Copyrights and Copywrongs, Siva Vaidhyanathan tracks the history of American copyright law through
the 20th century, from Mark Twain’s vehement exhortations for “thick” copyright protection, to recent
lawsuits regarding sampling in rap music and the “digital moment,” exemplified by the rise of Napster and
MP3 technology. He argues persuasively that in its current punitive, highly restrictive form, American
copyright law hinders cultural production, thereby contributing to the poverty of civic culture.

In addition to choking cultural expression, recent copyright law, Vaidhyanathan argues, effectively sanctions
biases against cultural traditions which differ from the Anglo-European model. In African-based cultures,
borrowing from and building upon earlier cultural expressions is not considered a legal trespass, but a
tribute. Rap and hip hop artists who practice such “borrowing” by sampling and mixing, however, have been
sued for copyright violation and forced to pay substantial monetary damages. Similarly, the oral transmission
of culture, which has a centuries-old tradition within African American culture, is complicated by current
copyright laws. How, for example, can ownership of music, lyrics, or stories which have been passed down
through generations be determined? Upon close examination, strict legal guidelines prove insensitive to the
diverse forms of cultural expression prevalent in the United States, and reveal much about the racialized
cultural values which permeate our system of laws. Ultimately, copyright is a necessary policy that should
balance public and private interests but the recent rise of “intellectual property” as a concept have
overthrown that balance. Copyright, Vaidhyanathan asserts, is policy, not property.

Bringing to light the republican principles behind original copyright laws as well as present-day imbalances
and future possibilities for freer expression and artistic equity, this volume takes important strides towards
unraveling the complex web of culture, law, race, and technology in today's global marketplace.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Burnett:

The book Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual Property and How it Threatens Creativity
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual Property and
How it Threatens Creativity? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual Property and How it Threatens Creativity has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by
open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jonathan Baker:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual
Property and How it Threatens Creativity as the daily resource information.

Alice Concannon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual Property and How it Threatens Creativity the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of
Intellectual Property and How it Threatens Creativity giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jennifer Lewis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of
Intellectual Property and How it Threatens Creativity guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you



still skepticism Copyrights and Copywrongs: The Rise of Intellectual Property and How it Threatens
Creativity as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break
don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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