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The love songs of Occitan troubadours inspired a rich body of courtly lyric by poets working in neighboring
languages. For Sarah Kay, these poets were nightingales, composing verse that is recognizable yet original.
But troubadour poetry also circulated across Europe in a form that is less well known but was more
transformative. Writers outside Occitania quoted troubadour songs word for word in their original language,
then commented upon these excerpts as linguistic or poetic examples, as guides to conduct, and even as
sources of theological insight. If troubadours and their poetic imitators were nightingales, these quotation
artists were parrots, and their practices of excerption and repetition brought about changes in poetic
subjectivity that would deeply affect the European canon.

The first sustained study of the medieval tradition of troubadour quotation, Parrots and Nightingales
examines texts produced along the arc of the northern Mediterranean—from Catalonia through southern
France to northern Italy—through the thirteenth century and the first half of the fourteenth. Featuring
extensive appendices of over a thousand troubadour passages that have been quoted or anthologized, Parrots
and Nightingales traces how quotations influenced the works of grammarians, short story writers,
biographers, encyclopedists, and not least, other poets including Dante and Petrarch. Kay explores the
instability and fluidity of medieval textuality, revealing how the art of quotation affected the transmission of
knowledge and transformed perceptions of desire from the "courtly love" of the Middle Ages to the more
learned formulations that emerged in the Renaissance. Parrots and Nightingales deftly restores the medieval
tradition of lyric quotation to visibility, persuasively arguing for its originality and influence as a literary
strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa McCann:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour
Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Micheal Moore:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour
Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series) book because this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Joseph Herbst:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you
a lot of new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Parrots and Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European
Poetry (The Middle Ages Series), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Christina Almonte:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Parrots and
Nightingales: Troubadour Quotations and the Development of European Poetry (The Middle Ages Series)



provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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