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Democratic government is about making choices. Sometimes those choices involve the distribution of
benefits. At other times they involve the imposition of some type of loss?a program cut, increased taxes, or
new regulatory standards. Citizens will resist such impositions if they can, or will try to punish governments
at election time. The dynamics of loss imposition are therefore a universal?if unpleasant?element of
democratic governance. The Government Taketh Away examines the repercussions of unpopular government
decisions in Canada and the United States, the two great democratic nations of North America.

Pal, Weaver, and their contributors compare the capacities of the U.S. presidential system and the Canadian
Westminster system to impose different types of losses: symbolic losses (gun control and abortion),
geographically concentrated losses (military base closings and nuclear waste disposal), geographically
dispersed losses (cuts to pensions and to health care), and losses imposed on business (telecommunications
deregulation and tobacco control). Theory holds that Westminster-style systems should, all things being
equal, have a comparative advantage in loss imposition because they concentrate power and authority,
though this can make it easier to pin blame on politicians too. The empirical findings of the cases in this
book paint a more complex picture. Westminster systems do appear to have some robust abilities to impose
losses, and US institutions provide more opportunities for loss-avoiders to resist government policy in some
sectors. But in most sectors, outcomes in the two countries are strikingly similar.

The Government Taketh Away is essential for the scholar and students of public policy or comparative
policy. It is also an important book for the average citizen who wants to know more about the complexities
of living in a democratic society where the government can give-but how it can also, sometimes painfully,
"taketh away."
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Farnsworth:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The
Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada (American Governance and
Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Madelyn McDowell:

The book The Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada (American
Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada (American Governance and
Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy) for being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain
in the United States and Canada (American Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government
and Public Policy). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So
, how do you think about this e-book?

Deana Broom:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Government
Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada (American Governance and Public
Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Smithers:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those textbooks



have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada (American
Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy) we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that
book The Government Taketh Away: The Politics of Pain in the United States and Canada (American
Governance and Public Policy series) (American Government and Public Policy). You can more appealing
than now.
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