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Vathek is a Gothic novel written by William Beckford. Vathek capitalized on the 18th (and early 19th)
century obsession with all things Oriental, which was inspired by Antoine Galland's translation of The
Arabian Nights. Beckford was also influenced by similar works from the French writer Voltaire. His
originality lay in combining the popular Oriental elements with the Gothic stylings of Horace Walpole's The
Castle of Otranto. The result stands alongside Walpole's novel and Mary Shelley's Frankenstein in the first
rank of early Gothic fiction.

The novel chronicles the fall from power of the Caliph Vathek (a fictionalised version of the historical Al-
Wathiq), who renounces Islam and engages with his mother, Carathis, in a series of licentious and deplorable
activities designed to gain him supernatural powers. At the end of the novel, instead of attaining these
powers, Vathek descends into a hell ruled by the demon Eblis where he is doomed to wander endlessly and
speechlessly.

Vathek, the ninth Caliph of the Abassides, ascended to the throne at an early age. He is a majestic figure,
terrible in anger (one glance of his flashing eye can make "the wretch on whom it was fixed instantly fall
backwards and sometimes expire”), and addicted to the pleasures of the flesh. He is intensely thirsty for
knowledge and often invites scholars to converse with him. If he fails to convince the scholar of his points of
view, he attempts a bribe; if this does not work, he sends the scholar to prison. To better study astronomy, he
builds an observation tower with 11,000 steps.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Riley:

The book Vathek gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Vathek being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like available and read a guide Vathek. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Bruce Sandlin:

The knowledge that you get from Vathek is a more deep you looking the information that hide into the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Vathek
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that Vathek instantly.

Concepcion Shaw:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Vathek is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joshua Miner:

This Vathek is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Vathek can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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