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From 1855 until 1863, the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Comedians, a professional acting company of
approximately thirty children, entertained audiences with their nuanced performances of adult roles on stages
around the globe. In Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe
of Juvenile Actors, author Shauna Vey provides an insightful account not only of this unique antebellum
stage troupe but also of contemporary theatre practices and the larger American culture, including shifts in
the definition of childhood itself.

 

Looking at the daily work lives of five members of the Marsh Troupe—the father and manager, Robert
Marsh, and four child performers, Mary Marsh, Alfred Stewart, Louise Arnot, and Georgie Marsh—Vey
reveals the realities of the antebellum theatre and American society: the rise of the nineteenth-century
impresario; the emerging societal constructions of girlhood and goodness; the realities of child labor;  the
decline of the apprenticeship model of actor training; shifts in gender roles and the status of working women;
and changes in the economic models of theatre production, including the development of the stock company
system.   

 

Both a microhistory of a professional theatre company and its juvenile players in the decade before the Civil
War and a larger narrative of cultural change in the United States, Childhood and Nineteenth-Century
American Theatre sheds light on how childhood was idealized both on and off the stage, how the role of the
child in society shifted in the nineteenth century, and the ways economic value and sentiment contributed to
how children were viewed.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

The knowledge that you get from Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the
Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) is the more deep you excavating the information
that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile
Actors (Theater in the Americas) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
this Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile
Actors (Theater in the Americas) instantly.

Samara Reed:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this
Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors
(Theater in the Americas).

Brandon Adams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Childhood and Nineteenth-Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of
Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas) will give you new experience in examining a book.

David Paras:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you



can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Childhood and Nineteenth-
Century American Theatre: The Work of the Marsh Troupe of Juvenile Actors (Theater in the Americas)
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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