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When Representative Preston Brooks of South Carolina savagely caned Senator Charles Sumner
Massachusetts on the floor of the U.S. Senate on May 21, 1856, southerners viewed the attack as a
triumphant affirmation of southern chivalry, northerners as a confirmation of southern barbarity. Public
opinion was similarly divided nearly three-and-a-half years later after abolitionist John Brown's raid on the
Federal arsenal at Harper's Ferry, Virginia, with northerners crowning John Brown as a martyr to the cause
of freedom as southerners excoriated him as a consciousness fanatic. These events opened American minds
to the possibility that North and South might be incompatible societies, but some of Dixie's defenders were
willing to go one step further—to propose that northerners and southerners represented not just a "divided
people" but two scientifically distinct races. In Normans and Saxons, Ritchie Watson, Jr., explores the
complex racial mythology created by the upper classes of the antebellum South in the wake of these divisive
events to justify secession and, eventually, the Civil War.

This mythology cast southerners as descendants of the Normans of eleventh-century England and thus also
of the Cavaliers of the seventeenth century, some of whom had come to the New World and populated the
southern colonies. These Normans were opposed, in mythic terms, by Saxons—Englishmen of German
descent—some of whose descendants made up the Puritans who settled New England and later fanned out to
populate the rest of the North. The myth drew on nineteenth-century science and other sources to portray
these as two separate, warring "races," the aristocratic and dashing Normans versus the common and venal
Saxons.

According to Watson, southern polemical writers employed this racial mythology as a justification of
slavery, countering the northern argument that the South's peculiar institution had combined with its Norman
racial composition to produce an arrogant and brutal land of oligarchs with a second-rate culture. Watson
finds evidence for this argument in both prose and poetry, from the literary influence of Sir Walter Scott, De
Bow's Review, and other antebellum southern magazines, to fiction by George Tucker, John Pendleton
Kennedy, and William Alexander Caruthers and northern and southern poetry during the Civil War,
especially in the works of Walt Whitman. Watson also traces the continuing impact of the Norman versus
Saxon myth in "Lost Cause" thought and how the myth has affected ideas about southern sectionalism of
today.

Normans and Saxons provides a thorough analysis of the ways in which myth ultimately helped to convince
Americans that regional differences over the issue of slavery were manifestations of deeper and more
profound differences in racial temperament—differences that made civil war inevitable.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Normans and Saxons: Southern Race Mythology
and the Intellectual History of the American Civil War (Southern Literary Studies) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Larry Parrish:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly
feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Normans and Saxons:
Southern Race Mythology and the Intellectual History of the American Civil War (Southern Literary
Studies) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Bernice Mignone:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Normans and Saxons: Southern Race Mythology and the Intellectual
History of the American Civil War (Southern Literary Studies) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Erica Futch:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Normans and Saxons: Southern
Race Mythology and the Intellectual History of the American Civil War (Southern Literary Studies) that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end
up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick



Normans and Saxons: Southern Race Mythology and the Intellectual History of the American Civil War
(Southern Literary Studies) become your current starter.
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