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America is a smuggler nation. Our long history of illicit imports has ranged from West Indies molasses and
Dutch gunpowder in the 18th century, to British industrial technologies and African slaves in the 19th
century, to French condoms and Canadian booze in the early 20th century, to Mexican workers and
Colombian cocaine in the modern era. Contraband capitalism, it turns out, has been an integral part of
American capitalism.

Providing a sweeping narrative history from colonial times to the present, Smuggler Nation is the first book
to retell the story of America--and of its engagement with its neighbors and the rest of the world--as a series
of highly contentious battles over clandestine commerce. As Peter Andreas demonstrates in this provocative
and fascinating account, smuggling has played a pivotal and too often overlooked role in America's birth,
westward expansion, and economic development, while anti-smuggling campaigns have dramatically
enhanced the federal government's policing powers. The great irony, Andreas tells us, is that a country that
was born and grew up through smuggling is today the world's leading anti-smuggling crusader.

In tracing America's long and often tortuous relationship with the murky underworld of smuggling, Andreas
provides a much-needed antidote to today's hyperbolic depictions of out-of-control borders and growing
global crime threats. Urgent calls by politicians and pundits to regain control of the nation's borders suffer
from a severe case of historical amnesia, nostalgically implying that they were ever actually under control.
This is pure mythology, says Andreas. For better and for worse, America's borders have always been highly
porous.

Far from being a new and unprecedented danger to America, the illicit underside of globalization is actually
an old American tradition. As Andreas shows, it goes back not just decades but centuries. And its impact has
been decidedly double-edged, not only subverting U.S. laws but also helping to fuel America's evolution
from a remote British colony to the world's pre-eminent superpower.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

This book untitled Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

James Brown:

The reserve untitled Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America is the e-book that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America from the publisher to make
you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jason Cook:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its
deal with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
because fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Smuggler Nation: How Illicit
Trade Made America why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Bottoms:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the top record
in your reading list is actually Smuggler Nation: How Illicit Trade Made America. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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