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In 1987, E.L. Doctorow celebrated the Constitution's bicentennial by reading it. "It is five thousand words
long but reads like fifty thousand," he said. Distinguished legal scholar Garrett Epps--himself an award-
winning novelist--disagrees. It's about 7,500 words. And Doctorow "missed a good deal of high rhetoric,
many literary tropes, and even a trace of, if not wit, at least irony," he writes. Americans may venerate the
Constitution, "but all too seldom is it read."

In American Epic, Epps takes us through a complete reading of the Constitution--even the "boring" parts--to
achieve an appreciation of its power and a holistic understanding of what it says. In this book he seeks not to
provide a definitive interpretation, but to listen to the language and ponder its meaning. He draws on four
modes of reading: scriptural, legal, lyric, and epic. The Constitution's first three words, for example, sound
spiritual--but Epps finds them to be more aspirational than prayer-like. "Prayers are addressed to someone . .
. either an earthly king or a divine lord, and great care is taken to name the addressee. . . . This does the
reverse. The speaker is 'the people,' the words addressed to the world at large." He turns the Second
Amendment into a poem to illuminate its ambiguity. He notices oddities and omissions. The Constitution
lays out rules for presidential appointment of officers, for example, but not removal. Should the Senate
approve each firing? Can it withdraw its "advice and consent" and force a resignation? And he challenges
himself, as seen in his surprising discussion of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in light of Article 4,
which orders states to give "full faith and credit" to the acts of other states.

Wry, original, and surprising, American Epic is a scholarly and literary tour de force.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Farley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution. Try to the actual book
American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution as your good friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Salina Juarez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of American Epic:
Reading the U.S. Constitution book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Tiffany Hassell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution can be your answer as it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Loren Hatfield:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this American Epic: Reading the U.S. Constitution can make you feel more interested to
read.
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