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"No author who lives in Greece," writes Peter Bien, "can avoid politics." This first volume of his major
intellectual biography of Nikos Kazantzakis approaches the distinguished--and controversial--writer by
describing his struggle with political questions that were in reality aspects of a fervent religious search.

Beginning with Kazantzakis's early career in fin-de-siècle Paris and his discovery of William James,
Nietzsche, and Bergson, the book continues by describing his experiments with communism in turbulent
Greece, his visits to Soviet Russia, and the publication of his epic Odyssey in 1938. Bien demonstrates that
politics and religion cannot be separated in Kazantzakis's development. His major concern was personal
salvation, but the method he employed to win that salvation was political engagement. Did deliverance lie in
nationalism? Communism? Fascism? He eventually rejected each of these possible solutions as morally
appalling. Abused by both left and right, he insisted on an "eschatological politics" of spiritual fulfillment.

This compelling biography will be essential reading for Kazantzakis scholars and for a wide audience of
those who already admire the Greek author's work. In addition, it will provide an introduction to the first
three decades of Kazantzakis's career for those who have yet to enjoy such passionate and stirring novels as
Zorba the Greek, The Greek Passion, and The Last Temptation of Christ.

This first volume provides an introduction to the initial three decades of Kazantzakis's career for those who
have enjoyed such vibrant and stirring novels as Zorba the Greek, The Greek Passion, and The Last
Temptation of Christ.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Kazantzakis: Politics of the
Spirit, Volume 1 (Princeton Modern Greek Studies). All type of book would you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Rebecca Stark:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Kazantzakis: Politics of the Spirit,
Volume 1 (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) had been making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Kazantzakis: Politics of
the Spirit, Volume 1 (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Kazantzakis: Politics of the Spirit, Volume 1 (Princeton
Modern Greek Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Amy Christensen:

The feeling that you get from Kazantzakis: Politics of the Spirit, Volume 1 (Princeton Modern Greek
Studies) is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Kazantzakis: Politics of the Spirit, Volume
1 (Princeton Modern Greek Studies) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you
for having this specific Kazantzakis: Politics of the Spirit, Volume 1 (Princeton Modern Greek Studies)
instantly.

Michael Gage:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Kazantzakis: Politics of the Spirit, Volume 1 (Princeton Modern Greek
Studies) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get



book that you wanted.
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