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As a transformative thinker of the twentieth century, whose work spanned all branches of the humanities,
Michel Foucault had a complex and profound relationship with literature. And yet this critical aspect of his
thought, because it was largely expressed in speeches and interviews, remains virtually unknown to even his
most loyal readers. This book brings together previously unpublished transcripts of oral presentations in
which Foucault speaks at length about literature and its links to some of his principal themes: madness,
language and criticism, and truth and desire.

The associations between madness and language—and madness and silence—preoccupy Foucault in two
1963 radio broadcasts, presented here, in which he ranges among literary examples from Cervantes and
Shakespeare to Diderot, before taking up questions about Artaud’s literary correspondence, lettres de cachet,
and the materiality of language. In his lectures on the relations among language, the literary work, and
literature, he discusses Joyce, Proust, Chateaubriand, Racine, and Corneille, as well as the linguist Roman
Jakobson. What we know as literature, Foucault contends, begins with the Marquis de Sade, to whose
writing—particularly La Nouvelle Justine and Juliette—he devotes a full two-part lecture series focusing on
notions of literary self-consciousness.

Following his meditations on history in the recently published Speech Begins after Death, this current
volume makes clear the importance of literature to Foucault’s thought and intellectual development.
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From reader reviews:

Hubert Drummond:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Language,
Madness, and Desire: On Literature? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Sheila Seim:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Language, Madness, and Desire:
On Literature. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Matthew Ibarra:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature as the
daily resource information.

Jill Beery:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Language, Madness, and Desire: On Literature it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.
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