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Today’s interest in social history and private life is often seen as a twentieth-century innovation. Most often
Lucien Febvre and the Annales school in France are credited with making social history a widely accepted
way for historians to approach the past. In Lost Worlds historian Jonathan Dewald shows that we need to
look back further in time, into the nineteenth century, when numerous French intellectuals developed many
of the key concepts that historians employ today.

According to Dewald, we need to view Febvre and other Annales historians as participants in an ongoing
cultural debate over the shape and meanings of French history, rather than as inventors of new topics of
study. He closely examines the work of Charles-Augustin Sainte-Beuve, Hippolyte Taine, the antiquarian
Alfred Franklin, Febvre himself, the twentieth-century historian Philippe Ariès, and several others. A final
chapter compares specifically French approaches to social history with those of German historians between
1930 and 1970. Through such close readings Dewald looks beyond programmatic statements of historians’
intentions to reveal how history was actually practiced during these years.

A bold work of intellectual history, Lost Worlds sheds much-needed light on how contemporary ideas about
the historian’s task came into being. Understanding this larger context enables us to appreciate the
ideological functions performed by historical writing through the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

This Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970
without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 can bring if
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even phone. This Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 having
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Shanon Stephens:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Lost
Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History,
1815-1970 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
details for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bernetta Smith:

Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Lost Worlds:
The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 however doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Matthew Russell:

Beside this specific Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970 in your phone, it
might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Lost Worlds: The Emergence of French Social History, 1815-1970



because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find
this book as well as read it from at this point!
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