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Robert Burns and Pastoral is a full-scale reassessment of the writings of Robert Burns (1759-1796), arguably
the most original poet writing in the British Isles between Pope and Blake, and the creator of the first modern
vernacular style in British poetry. Although still celebrated as Scotland's national poet, Burns has long been
marginalised in English literary studies worldwide, due to a mistaken view that his poetry is linguistically
incomprehensible and
of interest to Scottish readers only. Nigel Leask challenges this view by interpreting Burns's poetry as an
innovative and critical engagement with the experience of rural modernity, namely to the revolutionary
transformation of Scottish agriculture and society in the decades between 1760 and 1800, thereby
resituating it within the mainstream of the Scottish and European enlightenments. Detailed study of the
literary, social, and historical contexts of Burns's poetry explodes the myth of the 'Heaven-taught
ploughman', revealing his poetic artfulness and critical acumen as a social observer, as well as his
significance as a Romantic precursor. Leask discusses Burns's radical decision to write 'Scots pastoral'
(rather than English georgic) poetry in the tradition of Allan Ramsay and Robert
Fergusson, focusing on themes of Scottish and British identity, agricultural improvement, poetic self-
fashioning, language, politics, religion, patronage, poverty, antiquarianism, and the animal world. The book
offers fresh interpretations of all Burns's major poems and some of the songs, the first to do so
since Thomas Crawford's landmark study of 1960. It concludes with a new assessment of his importance for
British Romanticism and to a 'Four Nations' understanding of Scottish literature and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Robert Burns and Pastoral: Poetry and Improvement in
Late Eighteenth-Century Scotland as your daily resource information.

Michael Rodiguez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be learn. Robert Burns and Pastoral: Poetry and Improvement in Late Eighteenth-Century Scotland
can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Gregory Sims:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book Robert Burns
and Pastoral: Poetry and Improvement in Late Eighteenth-Century Scotland. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other
place.

Miranda Durkee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Robert Burns and Pastoral: Poetry
and Improvement in Late Eighteenth-Century Scotland.
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