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Preceded by a massive airborne assault, the largest amphibious operation ever undertaken began on 6 June
1944 – D-Day. Over a fifty-mile stretch of heavily-fortified French coastline 160,000 Allied troops came
ashore on the beaches of Normandy. Supported by more than 5,000 ships and 13,000 aircraft, they quickly
gained a foot-hold in Fortress Europe.??To plan and execute such a massive military operation successfully
required training. The stakes were high. There was one chance to see the landings work; failure was
inconceivable. Much work was required to be done, new tactics to be worked out, new technologies to be
utilised. Most of all, the training for the amphibious assault required beaches. Such locations would need to
be as representative of the actual landing beaches as possible, large enough to support exercises up to
divisional level and be able to safely allow the live firing of weapons both by the supporting naval and air
forces as well as that of the assaulting troops.??Such a place for the Americans was found in the sleepy
South Hams area of South Devon. The long shingle beach at Slapton Sands featured a freshwater lake and
inundated area just behind it. The rural countryside with rolling hills, de-lineated by high hedges and
featuring numerous small woods bore a remarkable similarity to the area selected for the American landing
area at Utah beach.??But this choice came at a price. Over 20,000 acres of prime agricultural land, along
with villages and farms were requisitioned. No less than 180 farms, 28 shops, 11 inns, 100 houses and 450
cottages, along with 3,000 residents, were expelled from the area. The peace of the South Devon coast was
soon shattered as what came to be known as the Slapton Sands Assault Training Centre. ??Such was the
scale of the training that almost all of the US troops involved in D-Day itself landed on the beach at Slapton
Sands at one time, some more than once. The American airborne forces would also practice here, being
dropped behind the beaches as part of the vast exercises - Incredibly realistic, always dangerous. ??The
training, however, was not without risk. During one of the final major co-ordinated practices – Exercise
Tiger – over 800 men were lost to enemy action whilst travelling by sea to land on the beaches at Slapton
Sands. Often shrouded in intrigue, this disaster has been the subject of conspiracy theories for many
years.??Following D-Day, with the troops gone, the South Hams area fell silent once more. People returned
to their homes to find farmland overgrown, shell-crated and damaged. Villages and houses had been battered
by shell fire and the movements of thousands of troops. Live ammunition and the detritus of war lay
scattered throughout the area.??Packed with the first-hand accounts of those who lived or trained at Slapton
Sands, the author, a military historian brought up in the area, investigates all aspects of the military exercises
undertaken here.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this D-Day Assault: The Second
World War Assault Training Exercises at Slapton Sands, you could tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Ann Gonzalez:

The book untitled D-Day Assault: The Second World War Assault Training Exercises at Slapton Sands is the
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of D-Day Assault: The Second World
War Assault Training Exercises at Slapton Sands from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Robert Alston:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love D-Day Assault: The
Second World War Assault Training Exercises at Slapton Sands, you may enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Olivia Dickert:

This D-Day Assault: The Second World War Assault Training Exercises at Slapton Sands is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having D-Day Assault: The Second World War Assault Training Exercises at Slapton
Sands in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no



book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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