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At the heart of some of the most beloved children's novels is a passionate discussion about discipline, love,
and the changing role of girls in the twentieth century. Joe Sutliff Sanders traces this debate as it began in the
sentimental tales of the mid-nineteenth century and continued in the classic orphan girl novels of Louisa May
Alcott, Frances Hodgson Burnett, L. M. Montgomery, and other writers still popular today.

Domestic novels published between 1850 and 1880 argued that a discipline that emphasized love was the
most effective and moral form. These were the first best sellers in American fiction, and by reimagining
discipline as a technique of the heart?rather than of the whip?they ensured their protagonists a secure, if
limited, claim on power. This same ideal was adapted by women authors in the early twentieth century, who
transformed the sentimental motifs of domestic novels into the orphan girl story made popular in such novels
as Anne of Green Gables and Pollyanna.

Through close readings of nine of the most influential orphan girl novels, Sanders provides a seamless
historical narrative of American children's literature and gender from 1850 until 1923. He follows his
insightful literary analysis with chapters on sympathy and motherhood, two themes central to both American
and children's literature, and concludes with a discussion of contemporary ideas about discipline, abuse, and
gender.

Disciplining Girls writes an important chapter in the history of American, women's, and children's literature,
enriching previous work about the history of discipline in America.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Disciplining Girls: Understanding the Origins
of the Classic Orphan Girl Story will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Heather Reader:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Disciplining Girls: Understanding the Origins of the
Classic Orphan Girl Story ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Disciplining Girls: Understanding the
Origins of the Classic Orphan Girl Story is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with the book Disciplining Girls: Understanding the Origins of the Classic Orphan Girl Story.
You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Pamela Eckert:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is Disciplining Girls: Understanding the Origins of the Classic Orphan Girl
Story.

Jennifer Gallant:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Disciplining Girls: Understanding the
Origins of the Classic Orphan Girl Story book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Disciplining Girls:
Understanding the Origins of the Classic Orphan Girl Story as good book not simply by the cover but also by
the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to



listening to an additional sixth sense.
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