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Sociologists and criminologists have long known that there is a relationship between masculinity and crime.
Indeed, gender has been advanced consistently as the strongest predictor of criminal involvement. Flesh and
Blood provides a fascinating account of the connection among adolescent gender diversity, the body, and
assaultive violence. The book is divided into four parts. In Part I, the author explores the history of
criminology as a discipline, paying particular attention to the misgivings about the body, gender, and crime.
Messerschmidt shows that criminology historically has maintained, in various ways, the mind-body, sex-
gender, and gender difference binaries. In Part II, Messerschmidt presents a theoretical
framework_structured action theory_for overcoming these binaries. This perspective allows
conceptualization of: embodiment as a lived aspect of gender, both gender differences and gender similarities
in the commission of crime, how embodied social action is embedded in specific structural gender relations
in particular settings, and how embodied social actions may be related to violence and nonviolence. The
methodology for the study is also presented in Part II, which seeks to understand, through life-history
interviews, certain boys' and girls' use of assaultive violence as a gendered practice. Part III presents in depth
life histories of four white working-class boys and girls involved in assaultive violence. The two chief
questions addressed in these life stories are: Why is it that some boys and some girls engage in assaultive
violence and how are these violent boys and girls similar and different? How are gender relations in specific
settings-such as the family, the school, and the street-related to motivation for embodied violence and
nonviolence by the same boys and girls? Part IV puts structured action theory to work by analyzing the three
major sites (home, school, and street) of the boys' and girls' life histories and how these are related to
assaultive violence and nonviolence. The analysis reveals both similarities and differences between
assaultive boys and girls and the fallacy of the mind-body, sex-gender, and gender difference binaries. The
book closes with a chapter on how girls' assaultive violence may disrupt gender difference in various ways.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Torres:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Flesh and Blood: Adolescent Gender Diversity and
Violence can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Gene Kirkland:

The book Flesh and Blood: Adolescent Gender Diversity and Violence has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

William Leininger:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Flesh and Blood: Adolescent Gender Diversity and Violence why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

John McKeever:

This Flesh and Blood: Adolescent Gender Diversity and Violence is great guide for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Flesh and Blood: Adolescent Gender Diversity and Violence in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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