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From Reagan's regular invocation of America as "a city on a hill" to Obama's use of spiritual language in
describing social policy, religious rhetoric is a regular part of how candidates communicate with voters.
Although the Constitution explicitly forbids a religious test as a qualification to public office, many citizens
base their decisions about candidates on their expressed religious beliefs and values. In Religious Rhetoric
and American Politics, Christopher B. Chapp shows that Americans often make political choices because
they identify with a "civil religion," not because they think of themselves as cultural warriors. Chapp
examines the role of religious political rhetoric in American elections by analyzing both how political elites
use religious language and how voters respond to different expressions of religion in the public sphere.

Chapp analyzes the content and context of political speeches and draws on survey data, historical evidence,
and controlled experiments to evaluate how citizens respond to religious stumping. Effective religious
rhetoric, he finds, is characterized by two factors-emotive cues and invocations of collective identity-and
these factors regularly shape the outcomes of American presidential elections and the dynamics of political
representation. While we tend to think that certain issues (e.g., abortion) are invoked to appeal to specific
religious constituencies who vote solely on such issues, Chapp shows that religious rhetoric is often more
encompassing and less issue-specific. He concludes that voter identification with an American civic religion
remains a driving force in American elections, despite its potentially divisive undercurrents.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Pinkerton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Religious Rhetoric and American
Politics: The Endurance of Civil Religion in Electoral Campaigns? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Karen McCarthy:

The publication with title Religious Rhetoric and American Politics: The Endurance of Civil Religion in
Electoral Campaigns contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition
of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Robert Eslinger:

Often the book Religious Rhetoric and American Politics: The Endurance of Civil Religion in Electoral
Campaigns has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Gail Nugent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Religious Rhetoric and American
Politics: The Endurance of Civil Religion in Electoral Campaigns.
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