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Television has always augmented its dramatic and variety programming with sports. After covering
wrestling and boxing matches for several years, ABC added the hugely popular Roller Derby between 1949
and 1951, and later, college and pro football. Today, there is a multitude of pay and cable networks devoted
exclusively to baseball, football, golf, hockey, tennis, ice-skating, and auto racing. Rather than focusing on
live sports broadcasts, however, this book chronicles the history of sports-themed comedies and dramas, to
see how our national fictions have affected our authentic sports experiences, and vice versa.

Sports dominate the television landscape today, and still the demand for more is so great that pay and cable
networks continue to find funding and success, even when devoted exclusively to a single sport. But this is
really nothing new: television has always augmented its dramatic and variety programming with sports. Live
sports have had a tremendous impact on what we see on television, and on how we see it. Rather than
focusing on live sports broadcasts, however, this book takes a critical look at sports-themed comedies and
dramas, to see how our authentic sports affect our national fictions as well. From the character studies that
supplement Olympic coverage, to nightly highlight reels, to reality programming on ESPN, sports both echo
and help shape the myths that pervade our culture. Sports on Television covers the changing relationship
between live sports broadcasts and television dramas, as well as the important technological developments
and cultural shifts that have changed the way we view the reality of sports.

In 1949, after covering wrestling and boxing matches for several years, ABC added the hugely popular
Roller Derby, and later moved on to college and pro football, where humble beginnings have since
developed into a national obsession. In the early sixties Jimmy Stewart played a disgraced baseball player in
Flashing Spikes-which was also one of the rare ventures into television for veteran director John Ford. On
HBO the Yankees have been the subject of both 61* - about Roger Maris's quest to top Babe Ruth's home
run record - and The Bronx Is Burning, about the 1977 Yankees team. And there have been sports-themed
TV sitcoms as well, such as Sports Night, Aaron Sorkin's critically lauded but commercially unsuccessful
project, which preceded his work on The West Wing. Meanwhile American Gladiators?a strange blend of
canned programming and authentic athletic endeavor that in effect puts television audiences in an arena with
what amounts to professional athletes?is quickly becoming one of the most popular shows on primetime.
Here, Marill gives due time to all of these unique projects.
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From reader reviews:

James Bergeron:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Sports on Television (Praeger Television Collection). Try to face
the book Sports on Television (Praeger Television Collection) as your buddy. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by
the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Alma Lewis:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Sports on
Television (Praeger Television Collection) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Sports on Television (Praeger Television Collection)is the main one of several
books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Andrew Hulbert:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Sports on Television (Praeger Television Collection) provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Brenda Anderson:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Sports on Television (Praeger Television
Collection) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Sports on Television (Praeger
Television Collection).
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