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An Argentine naval officer remorsefully admits that he killed thirty people during Argentina s Dirty War. A
member of General Augusto Pinochet’ s intelligence service reveals on atelevision show that he took sadistic
pleasure in the sexual torture of women in clandestine prisons. A Brazilian military officer draws on his own
experiences to write a novel describing the military’ s involvement in a massacre during the 1970s. The head
of apolice death squad refuses to become the scapegoat for apartheid-era violence in South Africa; he begins
to name names and provide details of past atrocities to the Truth Commission. Focusing on these and other
confessions to acts of authoritarian state violence, Leigh A. Payne asks what happens when perpetrators
publicly admit or discuss their actions. While mechanisms such as South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission are touted as means of settling accounts with the past, Payne contends that public confessions
do not settle the past. They are unsettling by nature. Rather than reconcile past violence, they catalyze
contentious debate. She argues that this debate—and the public confessions that trigger it—are healthy for
democratic processes of political participation, freedom of expression, and the contestation of political ideas.

Payne draws on interviews, unedited television film, newspaper archives, and books written by perpetrators
to analyze confessions of state violence in Argentina, Chile, Brazil, and South Africa. Each of these four
countries addressed its past through a different institutional form—from blanket amnesty, to conditional
amnesty based on confessions, to judicial trials. Payne considers perpetrators’ confessions as performance,
examining what they say and what they communicate nonverbally; the timing, setting, and reception of their
confessions; and the different ways that they portray their pasts, whether in terms of remorse, heroism,
denial, or sadism, or through lies or betrayal.
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From reader reviews:
Wesley M cFarland:

This Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State Violence (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State Violence (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) can be on the list of great books you must have is usualy giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book
isactually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State
Violence (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it
appreciate reading.

Karen McCarthy:

The publication untitled Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State
Violence (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of study
when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso
will get the e-book of Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State
Violence (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

Jennifer Yost:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
al their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fed it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usualy option to fill your free time/ holiday. Thefirst
thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the guide untitled Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State Violence
(a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Stacia Cobb:

This Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State Violence (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) is fresh way for you who has interest to ook for some information asiit relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little
digest in reading this Unsettling Accounts: Neither Truth nor Reconciliation in Confessions of State
Violence (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can be the light food to suit your needs because the



information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book isthe answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for aperson. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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