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Caught in the grip of savage religious war, fear of sorcery and the devil, and a deepening crisis of
epistemological uncertainty, the intellectual climate of late Renaissance France (c. 1550-1610) was one of
the most haunted in European history. Although existing studies of this climate have been attentive to the
extensive body of writing on witchcraft and demons, they have had little to say of its ghosts. Combining
techniques of literary criticism, intellectual history, and the history of the book, this study examines a large
and hitherto unexplored corpus of ghost stories in late Renaissance French writing. These are shown to have
arisen in a range of contexts far broader than was previously thought: whether in Protestant polemic against
the doctrine of purgatory, humanist discussions of friendship, the growing ethnographic consciousness of
New World ghost beliefs, or courtroom wrangles over haunted property. Chesters describes how, over the
course of this period, we also begin to see emerge characteristics recognisable from modern ghost tales: the
setting of the 'haunted house', the eroticised ghost, or the embodied revenant. Taking in prominent literary
figures including Rabelais, Ronsard, Montaigne, d'Aubigne, as well as forgotten demonological tracts and
sensationalist pamphlets, Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance France sheds new light on the beliefs, fears, and
desires of a period on the threshold of modernity. It will be of interest to any scholar or student working in
the field of early modern European history, literature or thought.
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From reader reviews:

Luz Davis:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance France:
Walking by Night (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs). All type of book could you see
on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Edward Schanz:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance France:
Walking by Night (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The guide Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance France: Walking by Night (Oxford Modern Languages and
Literature Monographs) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship with all the book Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance France: Walking by Night (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read
some books.

Bobby Phillips:

Exactly why? Because this Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance France: Walking by Night (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Stacey Sims:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Ghost Stories in Late Renaissance
France: Walking by Night (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said



constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Ghost Stories in
Late Renaissance France: Walking by Night (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
become your own starter.
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