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Through his columns in the New York Times and his numerous best-selling books, Stanley Fish has
established himself as our foremost public analyst of the fraught intersection of academia and politics. Here
Fish for the first time turns his full attention to one of the core concepts of the contemporary academy:
academic freedom.

 

Depending on who’s talking, academic freedom is an essential bulwark of democracy, an absurd fig leaf
disguising liberal agendas, or, most often, some in-between muddle that both exaggerates its own importance
and misunderstands its actual value to scholarship. Fish enters the fray with his typical clear-eyed, no-
nonsense analysis. The crucial question, he says, is located in the phrase “academic freedom” itself: Do you
emphasize “academic” or “freedom”? The former, he shows, suggests a limited, professional freedom, while
the conception of freedom implied by the latter could expand almost infinitely. Guided by that distinction,
Fish analyzes various arguments for the value of academic freedom: Is academic freedom a contribution to
society's common good? Does it authorize professors to critique the status quo, both inside and outside the
university? Does it license and even require the overturning of all received ideas and policies? Is it an engine
of revolution? Are academics inherently different from other professionals? Or is academia just a job, and
academic freedom merely a tool for doing that job?

 

No reader of Fish will be surprised by the deftness with which he dismantles weak arguments, corrects
misconceptions, and clarifies muddy arguments. And while his conclusion—that academic freedom is simply
a tool, an essential one, for doing a job—may surprise, it is unquestionably bracing. Stripping away the
mystifications that obscure academic freedom allows its beneficiaries to concentrate on what they should be
doing: following their intellectual interests and furthering scholarship.
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From reader reviews:

Arielle Griffin:

Often the book Versions of Academic Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University
Campbell Lectures) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Craig Chivers:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. Versions of Academic Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The
Rice University Campbell Lectures) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who
have those short time problems.

Jesus Thresher:

Beside this particular Versions of Academic Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice
University Campbell Lectures) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Versions of Academic Freedom: From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell
Lectures) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Duane Zook:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Versions of Academic Freedom:
From Professionalism to Revolution (The Rice University Campbell Lectures).
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