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It is usually claimed that serfs were oppressed and unfree, but is this assumption true? Freedom's Price,
building on a new reading of archival material, attempts a fundamental re-appraisal of the continuing
orthodoxy that a 'serf' economy embodied peasant exploitation. It reveals that, in fact, Prussian 'subject'
peasants fared much better than their 'free' neighbours; they had mutual rights and obligations with nobles
and the state.

In this volume, Sean Eddie seeks to establish the true 'price of freedom' paid by the peasants both in the so-
called Second Serfdom around 1650 and in the enfranchisement of 1807-21. Far from representing further
exploitation, the peasants drove a hard bargain, and many nobles subsequently fared worse than their tenants;
subjection was abolished and land ownership was transferred from noble to peasant. Capital was therefore at
the centre of the pre-capitalist economy, and the growing economic
polarization of society owed more to the peasants' access to capital than to noble exploitation. By locating
Prussian serfdom and reforms in a pan-European context, and within debates about the nature of economic
development, feudalism, and capitalism, Freedom's Price targets a wider audience of early
modern and modern European historians, economic historians, and interested general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Exactly why? Because this Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lila Dixon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection,
and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in
Prussia, 1648-1848 become your personal starter.

Desmond Goforth:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book you wanted.

Elizabeth Cornelius:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at, not
only science book but also novel and Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-
1848 or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other



book likes Freedom's Price: Serfdom, Subjection, and Reform in Prussia, 1648-1848 to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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