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Barry Dainton presents a fascinating new account of the self, the key to which is experiential or phenomenal
continuity.
Provided our mental life continues we can easily imagine ourselves surviving the most dramatic physical
alterations, or even moving from one body to another. It was this fact that led John Locke to conclude that a
credible account of our persistence conditions - an account which reflects how we actually conceive of
ourselves - should be framed in terms of mental rather than material continuity. But mental continuity comes
in different forms. Most of Locke's contemporary followers agree that
our continued existence is secured by psychological continuity, which they take to be made up of memories,
beliefs, intentions, personality traits, and the like. Dainton argues that that a better and more believable
account can be framed in terms of the sort of continuity we find in our streams of
consciousness from moment to moment. Why? Simply because provided this continuity is not lost - provided
our streams of consciousness flow on - we can easily imagine ourselves surviving the most dramatic
psychological alterations. Phenomenal continuity seems to provide a more reliable guide to our persistence
than any form of continuity. The Phenomenal Self is a full-scale defence and elaboration of this premise.
The first task is arriving at an adequate understanding of phenomenal unity and continuity. This achieved,
Dainton turns to the most pressing problem facing any experience-based approach: losses of consciousness.
How can we survive them? He shows how the problem can be solved in a satisfactory manner by construing
ourselves as systems of experiential capacities. He then moves on to explore a range of further issues. How
simple can a self be? How are we related to our bodies? Is our
persistence an all-or-nothing affair? Do our minds consist of parts which could enjoy an independent
existence? Is it metaphysically intelligible to construe ourselves as systems of capacities? The book
concludes with a novel treatment of fission and fusion.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the particular book you have read is The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3).

Lewis Skinner:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) will give you new experience in reading through a
book.

Willie Randolph:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3). This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Silvia Smedley:

You may get this The Phenomenal Self (Philosophy in Transit Book 3) by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.
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