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Now in a fully revised and updated edition, this comprehensive and balanced history of modern Korea
explores the social, economic, and political issues it has faced since being catapulted into the wider world at
the end of the nineteenth century. Placing this formerly insular society in a global context, Michael J. Seth
describes how this ancient, culturally and ethnically homogeneous society first fell victim to Japanese
imperialist expansionism, and then was arbitrarily divided in half after World War II. Seth traces the postwar
paths of the two Koreas—with different political and social systems and different geopolitical
orientations—as they evolved into sharply contrasting societies. South Korea, after an unpromising start,
became one of the few postcolonial developing states to enter the ranks of the first world, with a globally
competitive economy, a democratic political system, and a cosmopolitan and dynamic culture. By contrast,
North Korea became one of the world's most totalitarian and isolated societies, a nuclear power with an
impoverished and famine-stricken population. Considering the radically different and historically
unprecedented trajectories of the two Koreas, Seth assesses the insights they offer for understanding not only
modern Korea but the broader perspective of world history. All readers looking for a balanced,
knowledgeable history will be richly rewarded with this clear and cogent book.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

The guide with title A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present
(Volume 2) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

John Lyons:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century
to the Present (Volume 2) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Patrick Austin:

This A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present (Volume 2) is
great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using
great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Concise History of Modern Korea: From the Late
Nineteenth Century to the Present (Volume 2) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Wanda Collins:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Concise History of Modern Korea: From
the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present (Volume 2) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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