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In the traditional narrative of American colonial history, early European settlements, as well as native
peoples and African slaves, were treated in passing as unfortunate aberrations in a fundamentally upbeat
story of Englishmen becoming freer and more prosperous by colonizing an abundant continent of "free land."

Over the last generation, historians have broadened our understanding of colonial America by adopting both
a trans-Atlantic and a trans-continental perspective, examining the interplay of Europe, Africa, and the
Americas through the flow of goods, people, plants, animals, capital, and ideas. In this Very Short
Introduction, Alan Taylor presents an engaging overview of the best of this new scholarship. He shows that
American colonization derived from a global expansion of European exploration and commerce that began
in the fifteenth century. The English had to share the stage with the French, Spanish, Dutch, and Russians,
each of whom created alternative Americas. By comparing the diverse colonies of rival empires, Taylor
recovers what was truly distinctive about the English enterprise in North America. He focuses especially on
slavery as central to the economy, culture, and political thought of the colonists and restores the importance
of native peoples to the colonial story. To adapt to the new land, the colonists needed the expertise, guidance,
alliance, and trade of the Indians who dominated the interior. This historical approach emphasizes the ability
of the diverse natives to adapt to the newcomers and to compel concessions from them.

This Very Short Introduction describes an intermingling of cultures and of microbes, plants, and animals--
from different continents that was unparalleled in global history.

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Joshua Sigmund:

The book Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) for being
your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a guide Colonial
America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Margaret Morales:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer associated with Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Colonial
America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Edward Davidson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Colonial America: A Very Short



Introduction (Very Short Introductions) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.
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