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One night, at the latter end of April, 1665, the family of a citizen of London carrying on an extensive
business as a grocer in Wood-street, Cheapside, were assembled, according to custom, at prayer. The
grocer’s name was Stephen Bloundel. His family consisted of his wife, three sons, and two daughters. He
had, moreover, an apprentice; an elderly female serving as cook; her son, a young man about five-and-
twenty, filling the place of porter to the shop and general assistant; and a kitchen-maid. The whole household
attended; for the worthy grocer, being a strict observer of his religious duties, as well as a rigid disciplinarian
in other respects, suffered no one to be absent, on any plea whatever, except indisposition, from morning and
evening devotions; and these were always performed at stated times. In fact, the establishment was
conducted with the regularity of clockwork, it being the aim of its master not to pass a single hour of the day
unprofitably. The ordinary prayers gone through, Stephen Bloundel offered up along and fervent supplication
to the Most High for protection against the devouring pestilence with which the city was then scourged. He
acknowledged that this terrible visitation had been justly brought upon it by the wickedness of its
inhabitants; that they deserved their doom, dreadful though it was; that, like the dwellers in Jerusalem before
it was given up to ruin and desolation, they "had mocked the messengers of God and despised His word;"
that in the language of the prophet, "they had refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder, and stopped
their ears that they should not hear; yea, had made their heart like an adamant stone, lest they should hear the
law and the words which the Lord of Hosts had sent in his spirit by the former prophets." He admitted that
great sins require great chastisement, and that the sins of London were enormous; that it was filled with
strifes, seditions, heresies, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and every kind of abomination; that the
ordinances of God were neglected, and all manner of vice openly practised; that, despite repeated warnings
and afflictions less grievous than the present, these vicious practices had been persisted in. All this he
humbly acknowledged. But he implored a gracious Providence, in consideration of his few faithful servants,
to spare the others yet a little longer, and give them a last chance of repentance and amendment; or, if this
could not be, and their utter extirpation was inevitable, that the habitations of the devout might be exempted
from the general destruction—might be places of refuge, as Zoar was to Lot. He concluded by earnestly
exhorting those around him to keep constant watch upon themselves; not to murmur at God’s dealings and
dispensations; but so to comport themselves, that "they might be able to stand in the day of wrath, in the day
of death, and in the day of judgment." The exhortation produced a powerful effect upon its hearers, and they
arose, some with serious, others with terrified looks.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Crawford:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Old Saint Paul’s: A Tale of the Plague and
the Fire. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Old Saint Paul’s: A Tale of the Plague and the Fire. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system.
It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Dan Morris:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Old Saint Paul’s: A Tale of the Plague and the Fire can be great book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Ray Nicolas:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Old Saint Paul’s: A Tale
of the Plague and the Fire can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Rosalind Bowlin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of
book Old Saint Paul’s: A Tale of the Plague and the Fire. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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