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Whether embodied in literature, theater, or film, an enduring theme of many artistic works has been the
protagonist’s search for identity. Such quests are typically psychological or spiritual journeys and depicted
on the screen in a variety of manifestations—endeavors embarked upon to address an emotional trauma or to
overcome an obstacle in the hero’s life. Using Jean Cocteau’s La Belle et La Bête as a leitmotif, these
pursuits are discussed by author Maria Garcia as encounters with the “Beast.” At the end of their quests,
heroes are reborn into their new identities, while the Beast disappears, transforms, or dies.

In Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero’s Encounter with the Beast, Garcia examines the cinematic
conventions of the male and female search for individuation across several genres. After discussing La Belle
et La Bête, the author looks at a number of films including three iconic male journeys—The Picture of
Dorian Gray, The Searchers, and The Deer Hunter. Additional chapters focus on The Silence of the Lambs,
Bringing Up Baby, The Lady Eve, The Secret of Roan Inish, The Natural, and Moneyball. The book
concludes with a consideration of the three fairy tale films by Catherine Breillat—Fat Girl, Bluebeard, and
The Sleeping Beauty—and the female characters in several Robert Bresson films, including The Trial of Joan
of Arc.

Providing a unique and original perspective on films throughout the world, this provocative book draws upon
Jungian thought, as well as several literary traditions including fairy tales, epic poetry, and Greek and Celtic
mythology. Aimed at scholars of film and film theory, Cinematic Quests for Identity will also appeal to
movie fans interested in a deeper understanding of films that explore a character’s struggle to live a
conscious life.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

Here thing why that Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast in e-book can be your alternate.

Mario Berry:

The guide with title Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Audrey Thompson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Cinematic Quests for Identity:
The Hero's Encounter with the Beast that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast
become your current starter.

Drew Dube:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Cinematic Quests for Identity: The
Hero's Encounter with the Beast publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Cinematic Quests for Identity: The Hero's Encounter with the Beast as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still



needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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