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“Don’t play in the sun. You’re going to have to get a light-skinned husband for the sake of your children as
it is.”

In these words from her mother, novelist and memoirist Marita Golden learned as a girl that she was the
wrong color. Her mother had absorbed “colorism” without thinking about it. But, as Golden shows in this
provocative book, biases based on skin color persist–and so do their long-lasting repercussions.

Golden recalls deciding against a distinguished black university because she didn’t want to worry about
whether she was light enough to be homecoming queen. A male friend bitterly remembers that he was teased
about his girlfriend because she was too dark for him. Even now, when she attends a party full of
accomplished black men and their wives, Golden wonders why those wives are all nearly white. From Halle
Berry to Michael Jackson, from Nigeria to Cuba, from what she sees in the mirror to what she notices about
the Grammys, Golden exposes the many facets of "colorism" and their effect on American culture. Part
memoir, part cultural history, and part analysis, Don't Play in the Sun also dramatizes one accomplished
black woman's inner journey from self-loathing to self-acceptance and pride.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Freida Gilbert:

The book Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey Through the Color Complex can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey Through the Color Complex? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey
Through the Color Complex has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joanne Starks:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey
Through the Color Complex ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's
Journey Through the Color Complex is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship while using book Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey Through the Color Complex.
You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Kristen Hamilton:

This Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey Through the Color Complex tend to be reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Don't Play in the Sun: One
Woman's Journey Through the Color Complex can be among the great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey
Through the Color Complex giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Traci Daniels:

Precisely why? Because this Don't Play in the Sun: One Woman's Journey Through the Color Complex is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to



regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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