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"Mister, most stories about people are sad. The ones about animals sometimes turn out all right, but not them
about people," muses a character in master storyteller Paul Ruffin's yarn of obsession and quest "In Search of
the Tightrope Walker." Raging against this fated sadness—and often against a deadening and inescapable
status quo—the characters in Ruffin's newest collection, Jesus in the Mist, populate an imaginative vision of
the hardscrabble Deep South where history, culture, and expectations are set firmly against them.

Like Flannery O'Connor before him, Ruffin views the South as dark with humor and rife with violence. He
writes of places and times where religion, race, class, sex, abuse, poverty, mythology, and morbidity
coalesce to expose humanity at its basest and its most redeeming. Peppered with the vivid dialogue, colorful
descriptions, and idiosyncratic comedy that define Ruffin's work, this volume is divided into two sections:
the first group of stories addresses complexities of relationships between men and women, and the second
recounts episodes of initiation in which characters grapple with divided loyalties.

Collectively these stories paint a panoramic view of Southern culture as dynamic characters take a stab at
their destinies—and sometimes at each other. Whether they are facing the visage of Christ in a motel
bathroom mirror, blasting a murder of crows with military-grade artillery, outrunning a mythical beast
through moonlit woods, or taking an armed stance against integration at a gas station water fountain, many of
Ruffin's characters are zealots on the edge of reason. Here confidence men, thugs, and rednecks push their
agendas on unsuspecting audiences. But there are those as well who search for a lost childhood love,
exorcise a sexual predator from the home, return to a discarded life, and spare a man's life when no one
would be the wiser. These individuals long for restoration, redemption, and righteousness. Both populations
come together in Ruffin's South, where madness and faith hold equal sway and no amount of sadness can
keep yearned-for possibilities from still being perceived as attainable.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Jesus in the Mist:
Stories is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David Stokes:

The e-book with title Jesus in the Mist: Stories includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Dennis Jenkins:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Jesus in the Mist: Stories. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Mary Ruch:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Jesus in the Mist: Stories to make your current
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the
publication Jesus in the Mist: Stories can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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