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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,7 (A-), University of
Heidelberg (Anglistics Seminar), course: Proseminar Literature Studies: American Women Writers at the
Turn of the Century, 5 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: here is no denying the fact
that Kate Chopin’s novel The Awakening represents one of the milestones in women’s literature. Like
numerous other late nineteenth century novels and essays written by females, The Awakening caused heated
discussions as far as women’s liberation and its presentation in literature is concerned. Literary criticism
ranged from sympathy and admiration for the main character Edna Pontellier to rejection and disapproval of
her behavior: Many considered The Awakening as a “a first-rate novel” while others ridiculed Edna
Pontellier’s awakening as “a champagne-like performance.”
In The Awakening, Edna Pontellier undergoes a development towards independence and individuality - the
awakening of her self. This internal progress results from external factors such as experiences with fellow
human beings. In other words, Edna’s awakening cannot be fully understood without taking the social factor
– her surroundings – into consideration.
It therefore seems appropriate to look closely into her immediate environment, her family, first. To what
extent do her husband Léonce Pontellier and her children Raoul and Etienne contribute to Edna’s
awakening? The second category of persons surrounding her are her friends Madame Ratignolle and
Mademoiselle Reisz. How great is these females’ impact on the evolution from Mrs. Pontellier to Edna? And
finally, how much do Edna’s lovers Robert Lebrun and Alcée Arobin affect the awakening of Edna’s self?
These are the questions I will try to answer in this paper.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Kate Chopins - The Awakening - The
Influence of Family, Friends and Lovers on Edna Pontelliers Awakening book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Thomas Britton:

Precisely why? Because this Kate Chopins - The Awakening - The Influence of Family, Friends and Lovers
on Edna Pontelliers Awakening is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Valerie Wright:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Kate Chopins - The Awakening -
The Influence of Family, Friends and Lovers on Edna Pontelliers Awakening guide written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still question Kate Chopins - The Awakening - The Influence of Family, Friends and Lovers
on Edna Pontelliers Awakening as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Richard Taylor:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Kate
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will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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